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more costly than an expensive one, on account of repairs
and its short life.

PRICES OF CHARGING TRAM CARS.
At the present time cars can be bought, according to
Mr. Grow, in the market varying in price from fifty to one
hundred dollars, and some of the heavy piling cars arc
even higher in price. The fact that the better grade
of cars are now bought shows that operating men give
serious consideration to the car construction and indicates
a strong tendency to eliminate the difficulties and troubles
caused by the lighter and cheaper cars.
Good heavy and rigid tram cars, while more expensive
in first cost, will no doubt give much better results, will
ultimately reduce the cost of handling, and will increase
the efficiency of the plant.
To maintain a sufficient number of cars involves,
says Mr. Grow, a considerable outlay in first cost, and this
statement applies especially to large plants, and even in
such cases experience has shown that it pays to have an
ample equipment of cars. It is now realized that a light
and cheap car is really not cheap in the long run, and
that it pays to buy heavy and more expensive cars. The
old cheap type of car consisting of a channel frame with a
few braces and two arms made of bar-iron was under
continuous repair, and the blacksmith was kept busy
straightening out the arms so that the car could enter
the cylinder without causing trouble and delay.
LOADING AND UNLOADING ., CHARGING TRAM CARS,
Fig. 89 is a view showing tie cars at the loading plat-
form, fig. 90 is a view showing a cylinder charge of
ties or sleepers ready for treatment, figs. 91 and 92 show